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Honors Convocation
University of Mi9higan Interim
President Allan F. Smith, speaking
April 22 at the U-M Law School's
annual Honors Convocation, warned
that federal bureaucracies,
demanding adherence to narrow
requirements, may be choking
universities' mission of "independent
scholarship."
(On July 27, the U-M vice-president
for academic affairs, Harold T.
Shapiro, an economist, was named
10th president of the University by the
Board of Regents. Smith, a U-M law
professor, will continue as interim
president until Shapiro assumes office
on January 1, 1980.]
Smith, in his Law School address,
noted that universities rely heavily on
federal funding, and the U-M
administration agrees strongly with
such federally enforced principles as
equal employment opportunity,
employee health and safety, and
equal opportunity for women in
athletics.
But, quoting one constitutional
scholar, Smith warned that "we tend
to create a new bureaucracy for every
principle we wish to enforce.
"At some point, every principle
becomes too expensive-in terms of
other values-to be pushed farther.
But most of us would recognize the
stopping point much sooner than
would an equally intelligent person
whose career is defined by the single
princi pie."

As a result, said Smith, university
administrators are often forced to
respond to federal requirements that
"we are not against your program, but
you have passed the point of balance,
and we have other values which must
catch up before we go further on your
single principle."
Before being named interim
Michigan president, Smith served as
the U-M's vice-president for academic
affairs from 1965 until 1974, and was
dear\ of the U-M Law School from 1960
to 1965. At the U-M Law School's
Honors Convocation, some 300 law
students received a variety of
scholastic awards as well as honors
for participating in Law School
programs.
Smith stressed that it is important
for colleges and universities not to be
deterred from their roles as "the
institutions created in our society
which are given a prime responsibility
for the discovery and dissemination of
knowledge."
Free expression is a corollary to that
role, said Smith. "I believe it follows
that the nurturing of scholarship
requires that we open our forums to
all ideas, however obnoxious they
may be to other members of our
communitv.
"And it seems to follow that as an
institution we should be very slow to
take a position which would tend to
work against the idea of a forum open
to all individuals," said Smith.

Martha W. Griffiths

G. Menn en Williams

Senior Day

law. If sex were not added as a
category to 1964 civil rights legislation,
the course of history and Supreme
Court cases might have been greatly
altered, she said.
"Looking back at American
constitutional history, in case after
case before the Supreme Court it had
been assumed that the constitution did
not apply to women.
·
"For example, since the 15th
Amendment gave every citizen the
right to vote, why was the 19th
Amendment needed to extend that
right to women?
"The Civil Rights Act of 1964
extended to black minorities the right
to be treated like everyone else, but as
originally worded, the act might not
have applied to black women. In
effect, the law would have extended
to minorities rights which women
never had," said Griffiths.

Scrutinizing our laws to determine
their "intent" may not always yield
results, said former U.S.
Congresswoman Martha W. Griffiths,
speaking at the Law School's "Senior
Day" ceremonies in the spring.
Rarely does a law reflect a
"collective intent," said Griffiths,
because laws are usually a
conglomeration of specific interests of
each legislator.
"As much as judges argue about the
intention of the law, in reality there is
no collective intent. Each legislatoralong with the lobbyists-brings to the
system his or her own prejudices and
other shortcomings in terms of
information and imagination. Each
person involved in the making of a law
has a specific problem . . . to address,"
Griffiths told the graduating law
students.
A U-M law alumna, Mrs. Griffiths
represented Michigan's 17th district in
the U.S. House of Representatives
from 1955 to 1975. Among other
accomplishments, she sponsored the
Equal Rights Amendment to the
Constitution, and presented
arguments on the floor of the House
that added "sex" as a category for
enforcement under the 1964 Civil
Rights Act.
Mrs. Griffiths, who now practices
law with her husband Hicks G.
Griffiths in Romeo, Mich., also said
women represent the last category to
he granted equal treatment under the

Entering Summer Class
Michigan Supreme Court Justice G.
Mennen Williams, addressing the
entering summer U-M Law School
class in May, spoke about the benefits
and career possibilities stemming
from a law school education.
Williams, former Michigan
governor and a 1936 U-M law
graduate, cited four major attributes
of a legal education : logical reasoning;
an overall sense of justice; an ability
to understand the law; and an ability
to "find the law" in hooks, periodicals,

or from first-hand personal
information.
The justice said "persuasiveness"
and "imagination and innovation" are
also attributes which can be
developed in a law school setting.
"Success often comes to those who
know how to look around the corner or
come up with a new idea," he said.
"My experience is that you often end
up between a rock and a hard place,
neither alternative being satisfactory.
The successful person is the one who
can, discover the tertium quid, Latin
for ' third thing.' "
At Law School, for example, "we
had a Prof. Durfee in 'equity' who
opened up our minds to further and
different possibilities," said Williams.
"We had another professor we
irreverently called 'Hypo Hessel'
because he always answered a
question with another question. You
just couldn't write down the gospel;
you had to speculate what the law was
or might be . It drove you nuts, but it
made you think and use your
imagination."
Williams said a well-trained legal
mind is a valuable asset in wide areas
of endeavors.
"I found it useful in such a wide
variety of careers as a Department of
Justice attorney, a Department of
State diplomat, a governor, and,
believe it or not, a liquor control
commissioner, as well as my present
position as judge . From close
observation, I can also say a legal
background is no mean asset in
husiness these days."
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